
 

 
Drama Curriculum Map 2025-26:  

Curriculum Intent  
To engage, empower and inspire students to develop their creative potential, their practical skills and confidence.  We aim to encourage students to become 
enthusiastic, imaginative, innovative and independent learners, enabling them to develop the necessary skills for further study and future careers. We are 
committed to allowing all students access to Drama and theatre. The curriculum is carefully designed to ensure transferable knowledge and skills for learning in the 
future.  

 
Year Group Autumn Spring Summer 
Year 7 
 
 
 

Introduction to 
Drama.  

 
 
 
. 
 
 

Commedia 
Dell'arte AND 
Melodrama 

 
 
 
 
 
 

STORYTELLING 
 
 
 

 

Granny and The Wolf 
  
 
 
 
 

Stimulus exam 
Introduction to 

stimulus 
 
 
 
 

Waxworks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Concepts  Physical 
Theatre/clowning 

Physical Theatre 
History of Theatre 

Basic building blocks 
of writing a story 

Introduction to the 
structure of a plot. 

Introduction to 
characterisation. 

To introduce and 
familiarise students 

with subject 
terminology. 

To be able to mind 
map and use ideas that 

could lead to a 
performance 

Inside Out 

Assessment Developing an 
understanding of drama 
basics using clowning 
and movement as a 

starting point. Links with 
PE/Dance and Music 

Building on prior 
knowledge and 

linking to the history 
of theatre.  

Focus on how 
performance skills 

help build 
characterisation. 
Focus on creative 

thinking with 
imagination. 

(Text mock comp 3) 
 

Using a given text to 
understand how to 

structure, perform and 
evaluate key 

performance skills and 
techniques. 

Memory and recall. 
 

(Comp 1) 
 

To use the idea of how 
stimulus can be a 

starting point for your 
own work 

Developing an 
understanding of how to 

use a narrative to 
discover and unpick a 

story each week. 

Year 8 
 

Greek Theatre 
 

Shakespeare Noughts and 
Crosses 

Curious Incident 
Frantic 

Devising on a 
Theme 

Devising on a Theme 
and Stimulus 



 

 
 

 
 
 

Macbeth - 
selected scenes  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
. 

 
  

 
 

Concepts Ensemble/Chorus 
History of Theatre 

 
The birth of theatre and 
the techniques that are 

used today. 

Developing an 
understanding of 
how to approach 
Shakespeare and 

demystify the stigma 
of the language. 

English link. 

Themes: Rule of law, 
Power and status, 

Racism, Class, 
Dystopia, 

relationships. 

TECH THEATRE  Structuring and 
shaping 

Links with English, 
History and Sociology 

Links with English, 
History and Sociology. 

Assessment Building on group work 
by using choral and 

ensemble 

 Focus on physical 
theatre 

(Mock Comp 3) 
Script work 

Memory and recall. 
Links to component 

three. 
Links with 

Shakespeare (Romeo 
and Juliet) 

Introduction to key text 
with a focus on the 

design aspect of 
theatre (staging, props, 
lighting, costume and 

sound) 

Exploration of how to 
use stimulus, using 
past Eduqas stimuli.  

Exploration of how to 
use stimulus, using past 

Eduqas stimuli. 

Year 9 
 
 
 

Rehearsal 
techniques: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GIRLS LIKE THAT 
 

 

DNA – Mock 
Component 3  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Find Me/mental 

health 
 
 
 

Role & Character. 
Monologues 

 
 
 
 

Previous GCSE 
stimulus from Eduqas 

for Component 1 
 
 

Concepts Voices 
Rehearsal Techniques 

 
To explore rehearsal 
techniques using a 

variety of stories from 
around the world 

 Memory and recall. 
Focus on design 

elements. 

TECH THEATRE Developing an 
understanding of how 
monologue is used in 

drama with the 
emphasis on 

exploration of a story 
and characterisation. 

 

Assessment How these techniques 
can be used to build a 

performance 

 The exploration of 
script using drama 

rehearsal techniques 
learnt in KS3. 

Key text with a focus 
on the design aspect of 
theatre (staging, props, 
lighting, costume and 

sound) 

Links with Humanities. Mock component one 
performance. 



 

Year 10 
 
Eduqas 
Syllabus: 
1st Cohort 
 

Genre: 
 
 
 

Component 3 
Exploration 

 
 
 
 
 

Component 1 
Work on Stimulus 

Materials from 
Eduqas - Creating 

GCSE Piece 
Find Me 

Component 1 
Working on GCSE 

Piece 

Component 1 - 
Evaluation, 

Performance Exam 
and Portfolio 

 
Portfolio work is set 
as homework and as 

a task for any 
lunchtime surgeries 

 

Component 1 - 
Evaluation, 

Performance Exam 
and Portfolio 

 
 

Concepts Melodrama, Frantic, TIE, 
Physical Theatre 

Practitioners Brecht 
Artaud 

Stanislavski 
Berkoff 

Creating GCSE 
Piece 

 
Find Me 

    

Assessment Developing an 
understanding of the 
main influencers in 

modern theatre. Links 
with English, Sociology, 

History and Art. 

Exploring the GCSE 
text through drama 

rehearsal 
techniques. 

    

Year 11 
 
Edexcel 
syllabus: 
Final cohort 

Component 1 - 
Evaluation, 

Performance Exam 
and Portfolio  

 

Component 1 
exam prep 

 
 

Component 2 Exam 
- External in March 

 
 
 
 

Prepping for  
Component 3 exam 

in May 
 
 
 
 

Component 3 Exam 
 

(Private Study) 

 



 

Concepts    
Exploring texts from 
pre 1980 and post 

2000. All plays must 
be female characters. 

Links with English, 
History and DT. 

‘Find Me’   

Assessment  GCSE Mock Exams Exploring Play-text for 
Component 3: ‘Hard 

to Swallow’ 

GCSE Exam   

 


