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Agenda

• Features of our curriculum
• Year 7 Transition
• Maths Mastery

• Curriculum Overview Maps
• Setting
• Grading

• Tiers
• Homework
• Assessment

• Summatives
• Exams Skills
• End of Unit Tests

• Extra Curricular
• Concerns
• Calculators
• Books
• Questions
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Aims of the session

Key aims of the session:

● Understand the maths curriculum at Plashet.
● Understand the homework and assessment cycle.
● Discover resources and tools to aid Maths learning.
● Explore ways to build mathematical confidence for your child.
● Explore key revision strategies, and how to facilitate this as a 

parent. 
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Curriculum Overview
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KS3: Year 7, 8 and 9 
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KS4: Year 10 and 11 - Higher
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KS4: Year 10 and 11 - Foundation
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Key Mathematical Strands
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Maths@Plashet

• https://sites.google.com/plashet.newham.sch.uk/maths

 

https://sites.google.com/plashet.newham.sch.uk/maths
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Year 7 Transition + Maths Mastery

• Mixed ability classes

• Adapting our methods to be 
more visual 

• Deepen understanding of Maths

• Moving away from “shortcut 
methods”

• Work with local primary schools 
and Maths Hub
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Setting in Plashet School 

Year 7
• Mixed Ability Classes 
• Top Set Project (Set 1)
• Nurture Group 

Year 8 - 11
• Students placed in sets
• Top Set Project (Set 1)
• Nurture Group 
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GCSE Mathematics 

Exam board: Edexcel 1MA1 

GCSE Maths is studied at either Higher or Foundation tier 

Both tiers of entry consist of 3 papers: 
• Paper 1 - Non-calculator 
• Paper 2 - Calculator 
• Paper 3 - Calculator 

All papers are 90 minutes each and carry an equal weighting 
(80 marks each, a total of 240 marks) 
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Grading - Higher & Foundation

● Grade 4 is a ‘standard’ pass
 

● Grade 5 is a ‘strong’ pass

Students in higher tier can 
achieve a Grade 4 or higher.

Students in Foundation can 
achieve Grade 1 to 5.

Failure to meet the minimum 
mark in higher and foundation 
will result in a U Grade. 
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Homework
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Homework

• Teachers may set homework tasks digitally on Google classroom 
and/or physically via paper copies

• Students will receive weekly homework on Sparx Maths
• 60 minutes 
• Set every Tuesday afternoon 
• Due the following Monday evening

• It is essential that students have a good learning environment at 
home for homework and revision.
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Homework - Sparx Maths 
• https://www.sparxmaths.uk/

 

• Sparx Maths is an online platform that we use for homework 
• Sparx Maths uses an algorithm to adapt questions to each student
• Extra independent work can be completed on Sparx
• Parents will receive email reminders 

https://www.sparxmaths.uk/
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Assessment
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Assessments in Maths

Year 7 to 10

● End of Unit Tests
○ Short tests 

● Summative Exams 
○ November (no exam for Year 7)
○ April/May 

Summatives, exam skills and mocks are 
designed to test all previously taught content.

Year 11

● Exam Skills 
○ Fortnightly test

● Mock Exams 
○ November

● GCSEs
○ May/June in Year 11
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Reports - Maths Feedback Sheets
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Independent Learning - Sparx Maths 

Type in the Sparx reference to 
find the topic
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Independent Learning - Sparx Maths 
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Sparx References

• These will be available on Maths@Plashet 
• Pupils can use these to review their work from maths lessons
• If your child misses a lesson, they can use the Sparx References to 

catch up via the independent learning feature
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Enrichment / Clubs
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Maths Clinic

• Weekly lunchtime support 

• Students should come with a query 
such as their exercise book, 
questions they are struggling with 
in class or homework

• Teachers will be on-hand to answer 
any questions 
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UKMT JMC and IMC 

• We enter our top 120 students in 
years 7 and 8 for JMC 

• We enter our top 160 students in 
years 9, 10 and 11 (sets 1 and 2) for 
IMC

• Encourages mathematical thinking, 
problem solving and the questions 
are designed to be challenging
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Maths Active Citizen Programme

Aims: 
We want students to learn about how they 
apply mathematics to the real world 

• All year groups 
• Form time activity 
• Follow-up lesson in Maths 

• Financial Literacy (Mr Jeyakkumar)
• Misleading Statistics (Mr La)
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Jack Petchey - Count on Us Challenge

• Maths games designed to 
challenge and inspire students

• Only schools in London

• Advertised to years 7, 8 and 9

• A team of 5 students are 
selected to represent the 
school 
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Jack Petchey - Count on Us Challenge

2024 Finalists 2023 Finalists 
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Moneywise Challenge

Mayor Rokhsana Fiaz and 
champions from Plashet School (April 

2022)

• The UK’s only financial literacy 
esports competition

• Only schools in London

• Advertised to years 9 and 10

• A team of 12 students are 
selected to represent the 
school 
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Moneywise Challenge

Bobby Seagull and our (now) Year 11 students 
from Plashet School (June 2024)
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Recommended Resources
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Websites online

1.      Grade Booklets – Get printed copies from your teacher – Access solutions from Maths@Plashet

2.      sparxmaths.co.uk – Tailored questions based on homework & good for independent learning with 
videos and practice questions.

3.      savemyexams.com – Very good questions (subscription required for solutions)

4.      1stclassmaths.com - Booklets based on most common topics with very good videos

5.      corbettmaths.com – 5 a day (numeracy, foundation (plus) and higher (plus))

6.      mathsgenie.co.uk – Past Papers (Note: Booklets on this website are better when starting revising, some topics 
are not enough for mastery.)

http://www.savemyexams.com/
http://sparxmaths.co.uk
http://www.drfrostmaths.com/
http://www.savemyexams.com/
https://www.1stclassmaths.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
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Exercise book    

Blue or Black pen

Pencil 

Rubber

Ruler

Protractor 

Pair of compasses

Equipment

We recommend Casio 
fx-85GTCW/fx-991EX

We sell at cost price on 
ParentMail. 
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KS3: Practice books

• Year 8: Maths Progress 
‘Core’ Textbook 2 

• Year 7: Maths Progress 
‘Core’ Textbook 1

• ‘Depth’ and ‘Support’ 
versions of the text 
books are available 
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KS3: Apps
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Year 9 & KS4: Practice books

• Revision Guides and 
workbooks available 
from the Pearson 
Revise range

• Higher Tier and 
Foundation Tier 

• CGP and Collins are 
also recommended 
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Supporting your child
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Key Revision Tips

Timetable
• Dedicated time for home work and extra study

5 a day
Corbettmaths 5 a day

• Random topics 
• Use this to inform what topics you may need to work on

Individual Topics Revision
• As students identify a “weak” topic, they need to do more targeted practice on that topic

Past Papers (GCSE)
• Most important way for students to test themselves
• Try each paper twice

• First time – do it without timed conditions
• Second time – do it in timed, exam conditions - no distractions

• After marking it, identify what topics you may need work on. 
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Supporting your child at home

• Negative Perceptions 
• Telling your child, you are not good at maths will make it seem like it is 

acceptable to be bad at maths. 

• Dialogue
• Offer positive encouragement and reassurance without putting too much 

pressure on your child.
• For any queries, contact the school via info@plashet.newham.sch.uk

• Teacher will get back to you

• Support them with additional tests and past papers at home
• Remove distractions (phones, TVs, laptops etc.)
• Try make a space for them to work in silence
• Time them when doing past papers

mailto:info@plashet.newham.sch.uk
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FAQ: Tuition

“Does my daughter need tuition?”

“My daughter gets tuition - how can the tutor support her better.”

“My daughter’s tutor would like to see the Maths SOL”
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Thank you for attending 
&

supporting your child in Maths


