
How to Support Your 
Daughter in English

Plashet School English Department



Why do we study English?

Challenge and Growth

Create a learning 
space that pushes 

students to do 
their best, 

encouraging 
curiosity and 

strength through 
challenging and 

interesting 
content.

Diverse 
Perspectives

Introduce 
students to a 

variety of stories 
and ideas from 

around the world, 
helping them 

understand and 
appreciate 

different cultures 
and perspectives.

Critical and 
Evaluative 
Thinking

Help students 
think critically, 
express their 
ideas clearly, 
understand 

complex texts, 
and make 
thoughtful 
decisions.

Tolerance and 
respect

Create a 
welcoming and 

supportive 
learning space 

where everyone is 
valued, and all 
students feel 

confident to share 
their ideas.

Language 
Mastery

Help students 
master English so 

they can 
communicate 
confidently, 

creatively, and 
effectively in 
writing and 
speaking.



Setting and Classes

● At Plashet students will be taught English in their tutor groups, which means 
there is no setting by attainment.

● There is no top, middle or bottom group for English.
● This will continue for the duration of your daughter’s time at Plashet, usually 

with the same teacher taking them from Year 7 to 11.
● There will be interventions for students in various year groups, however, 

these take place outside of their timetabled English lessons.



KS3 Curriculum Overview

The National Curriculum Guidelines in England for KS3 are as follows:

Pupils should be taught to read a wide range of fiction and non-fiction, 
including in particular whole books, short stories, poems and plays with a 
wide coverage of genres, historical periods, forms and authors. The range will 
include high-quality works from: 

○ English literature, both pre-1914 and contemporary, including prose, 
poetry and drama. 

○ Shakespeare (two plays). 
○ Seminal world literature.  



KS3 Curriculum Overview

Each Year in KS3 has on overarching theme that guides the teaching and learning, 
designed to help develop Plashet students into inquisitive and worldly thinkers.

Discovery Empathy Activism

These core concepts are: Human Nature, Societal Issues, Race, Gender Studies, 
Political Ideologies, Psychoanalysis and Literary Values. 

Students in Year 7 and 8 have a one hour library lesson every fortnight, in which 
they are taught library skills by our school librarian and given time to carry out 
personal reading.



Year 7: Discovery



Year 8: Empathy

Year 8 Conflict Poetry



Year 9: Activism



KS3 Summative Assessment

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

Essay: Twelfth Night

Summer Term (1 hour).

Essay: Romeo and Juliet 

Autumn Term (1 hour)

Extended Creative 
Writing

Summer Term (1 hour)

Essay: Othello 

Autumn Term (1 hour)

Extended Non-Fiction 
Writing

Summer Term (1 hour)



KS4 Curriculum Overview

English Language English Literature

Two Exams

Paper 1
Explorations in Creativity

Paper 2
Viewpoints and Perspectives

Two Exams

Paper 1
Macbeth - Shakespeare Play
A Christmas Carol or Jekyll and Hyde - 
19th C Novel

Paper 2
An Inspector Calls - Modern Prose or 
Drama
Poetry Anthology
Unseen Poetry



Year 10



Year 11



KS4 Assessment

Year 10 Year 11

Language paper 1 (1 hr 45) Autumn
Spoken Language Endorsement (Spring)
Literature Essay (1 hr) Summer
Language Paper 1 (1 hr 45) Summer

Macbeth- (1 hr)  Autumn
Language Paper 2 (1 hr 45) Autumn
Literature Paper 2 (2 hr 15) Autumn
Literature Paper 1 (1 hr 45) Spring
Language Paper 1 (1 hr 45) Spring



Texts/Textbooks

We thoroughly recommend parents purchase copies of the texts for students, as 
they can then write notes in these. 

The standard companion guides for all components of Language and 
Literature are the CGP Textbooks available at www.cgpbooks.co.uk



Texts/Textbooks

● The texts for purchase are as follows:
○ Macbeth - William Shakespeare - 9780198324003 - £6.99
○ An Inspector Calls - J.B. Priestley - 9780141185354 - £9.99
○ The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde - Robert Louis Stevenson - 

9780008325930- £3.00

● The Worlds and Lives Poetry Anthology is ordered directly by the school from 
AQA and will be given to students free of charge.



Equipment

● Students must have a blue and black pen with them available for every 
English lesson. 

● Students are also expected to bring their yellow exercise books and purple 
vocabulary books to every lesson.

● We further ask that students also have a green and purple pen for peer and 
self assessment, a glue stick and a highlighter pen.



Reading

The school has implemented 
a pastoral reading initiative, 
that takes place once per 
week for each Year group 
during morning tutor time.

Reading for fun improves reading, 
writing, understanding, grammar, 

vocabulary, confidence, enjoyment, 
knowledge, and understanding of 

people and cultures.



Ongoing Activities Throughout the Year
● Reading Log: Students maintain a reading log throughout the 

year.
● Silent Reading: Regular silent reading sessions.
● Reading Displays: Maintain a reading display in the 

classroom with students' recommendations and creative works.

Students in Year 7 and 8 
have a one hour library 

lesson every fortnight, in 
which they are taught 

library skills by our school 
librarian and given time to 
carry out personal reading.



Supporting Reading at Home
1. Ensure that your daughter reads for at least 20 minutes every day.
2. Take time to have your daughter read to you from her reading book.
3. Watch TV in English whenever possible. If not, use English subtitles. Being exposed to English helps 

students learn and use new words.
4. Watch or listen to one news broadcast a day as a family and talk about it. This gives students more 

ideas to use in their writing.
5. Make sure there are newspapers, magazines, or other English journalistic writing at home. The 

more students read this, the better they’ll get at understanding and writing in this style.
6. Create a habit of reading for pleasure at home. Students learn from what they see, so if they’re 

surrounded by people who read, it will help them develop good reading habits.
7. Encourage your daughter to regularly fill in her purple Vocabulary book, so that she improves the 

accuracy of her spelling, punctuation and grammar.



Speaking and Listening

Oracy is something that is a whole school priority, however, it is of singular 
importance within the English classroom.

All students in Year 10 are entered into the Jack Petchey Speak Out workshops, 
which consist of one day of mentoring from professional facilitators on public 

speaking skills. From each Year group, one winner is selected to represent Plashet 
in the borough final.



Supporting at Home

The single biggest difference you can make in your daughter’s final grade in English 
Language and Literature is engaging with what they are studying and having 

discussions around the subject matter at home.



Home Learning

Should be set every two weeks.

Could be a range of tasks which may be done in their exercise books or via 
google classroom:

Set reading Research Comprehension

Extended writing        Revision Exam questions



Tuition

● Tuition can be extremely beneficial to students as a means of supplementing the 
learning carried out in English lessons, or practising skills taught by the Plashet English 
teacher.

● However, it is important that you know exactly what is taking place in any tuition 
session and the content that is being covered. 

● When tuition is taught in groups at centres, the session leader often focuses on the 
most commonly taught texts across the country. This might not be what your 
daughter is learning at Plashet. It is extremely important that you ensure any 
tuition is on the topics your daughter is also being taught in her lessons here.



Online Resources- The risks
● Almost all students are now in some way accessing revision online, with 

the majority finding content creators on tiktok or YouTube that make 
resources for revision.

● Some of these can be helpful as a means of supporting what your 
daughter has learnt and we encourage any instances of independent 
learning or revision.

● However, we are increasingly finding examples of students being 
given contradictory or misleading advice from some of these 
creators, that is impacting how students perform in examinations.

● It is worth remembering that these content creators are unregulated and 
are reliant on clicks and views in order to make money.

● We as teachers cannot verify what they are saying about how to succeed 
in exams, and on several occasions have found that the advice they have 
given is in opposition to the guidance given by the exam board 
itself.



AQA GCSE Examiners’ Report 2024

“it’s important to be critical when 
engaging with social media/external 
resources that seem to offer an easier 
route to higher grades. Sometimes they 
can get in the way of your own ideas, 
your own understanding of the text, 
and the particular question you are 
being asked. It would be useful to learn 
how to know the difference between a 
useful and robust source and a less 
helpful one that might actually hold you 
back.”

To be specific, they have given advice 
in favour of memorising extended 
passages of creative or persuasive 
writing that can ‘guarantee’ students 
a high mark’.

The examiner’s report from AQA 
reference this and specify that 
focusing too heavily on social media 
content can hinder student marks 
rather than help them.

In instances where a pattern of work 
is used from an online source, the 
exam board has capped marks from 
reaching a certain point due to 
unoriginal thought.



Online Resources
● There is a Plashet English Revision Google Classroom for Year 11, containing 

a vast library of our resources from over many years. The code to join is 
qdj4szk.

● Online news websites that contain free and high quality journalistic writing, 
such as www.theguardian.com

● BBC Bitesize 
● Seneca Learning
● Sparknotes
● Past papers can be found at: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
● https://revisionworld.com/

http://www.theguardian.com
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes


Additional Support for Literacy

Spellzone

Commonlit

Lexonik

Lexia

RWI- Phonics

Support Group- Year 10 and 11 Only



QR code to access slides

plashetschoolnewham.com




